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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MASSIE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 25, 2014. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable THOMAS 
MASSIE to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2014, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I am on the 
House floor today to bring attention to 
an article from the World Affairs Jour-
nal, titled, ‘‘Money Pit: The Monstrous 
Failure of U.S. Aid to Afghanistan.’’ 
This is an eight-page article docu-
menting case after case of American 
tax dollars being wasted in Afghani-
stan. 

I would like to bring one specific ex-
ample to your attention, keeping in 

mind that many more months have 
now passed since this article was pub-
lished and these figures are now even 
larger. 

In a recent quarterly report, the U.S. In-
spector General for Afghan Reconstruction 
said that when security for aid workers is 
figured, the total amount of nonmilitary 
funds Washington has appropriated since 2002 
is ‘‘approximately $100 billion’’—more than 
the United States has ever spent to rebuild a 
country. 

Since then, Congress has appropriated an-
other $16.5 billion for ‘‘reconstruction.’’ And 
all that has not brought the United States or 
the Afghans a single sustainable institution 
or program. 

As I traveled through the Third Dis-
trict of North Carolina last week, I 
spoke on this subject many times and 
was met with frustration from the au-
dience at the waste of taxpayer money 
in Afghanistan. 

When I went on to explain that the 
Afghan Parliament was able to vote on 
the bilateral strategic agreement that 
we are in the process of finalizing with 
Afghanistan, but we have not even de-
bated the issue in the House, the indi-
viduals with whom I spoke were incred-
ibly disappointed in Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot blame the 
American people for wanting a vote on 
this agreement, which will spend bil-
lions of American dollars in Afghani-
stan with little to no accountability 
over at least the next 10 years. 

This is not a partisan issue. Con-
gressman JIM MCGOVERN and I have 
signed a letter asking the leadership of 
both parties for a debate on the ex-
penditure of tax dollars to prop up the 
corrupt nation of Afghanistan. 

To further explain why this debate is 
necessary, I will briefly read two more 
examples from the ‘‘Money Pit’’ arti-
cle. 

The Special Inspector General’s office, 
widely known as SIGAR, noted that for the 
2012 and 2013 fiscal years the United States 
has been providing Afghanistan, practically 
the most corrupt nation on Earth, with $1.1 
billion in fuel for the Afghan military—even 

though the United States has made no effort 
to determine how much fuel the military ac-
tually requires. 

The article goes on to cite a GAO re-
port, stating that for $130,000, Afghan 
contractors built a large shower/bath-
room facility, ‘‘without holes in the 
walls or floors for plumbing and 
drains.’’ What’s more, the walls were 
constructed of ‘‘crumbling cinder 
blocks.’’ The report named insufficient 
oversight. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time that we bring 
to a close the era of waste, fraud, and 
abuse of the United States’ resources 
overseas and in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope the leadership of 
both parties will allow this Congress to 
debate whether we should stay in Af-
ghanistan for 10 more years. If the Par-
liament in Afghanistan can have that 
debate, why can’t the United States 
House of Representatives? 

In closing, I would like to ask God to 
please bless our men and women in uni-
form and their families. 

I will close by saying we have spent 
enough blood and treasure on this 
failed policy in Afghanistan. Let’s de-
bate the issue and stop spending the 
taxpayers’ money in Afghanistan. 

f 

SPECIAL IMMIGRANT VISAS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
this morning’s New York Times had a 
jarring reminder of the fate for those 
Afghans who put their trust in the 
United States when they decided to 
help us as interpreters, as guides, pro-
viding a variety of services that made 
the American mission possible. Indeed, 
our soldiers, our diplomats, countless 
Americans have put their lives in the 
hands of these brave partners. There 
was a promise, that we would be there 
for them, just as they were there for 
us. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 02:19 Mar 26, 2014 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A25MR7.000 H25MRPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

3T
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-04-28T15:06:04-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




